
 

 

 Caperton vs. A.T. Massey Coal Company—What is this and why should 
I care about it?  The answer—because it has a bearing on how fair our courts are, 

both in practice and in perception. 

 Massey Coal Company was facing a $50 million judgment 
and had appealed to West Virginia‘s state Supreme Court.  West 

Virginia elects its Supreme Court judges.   Prior to the appeal 

hearing, the Massey CEO contributed $3 million (60% of the total) 

to the campaign of Justice Brent Benjamin, who was challenging the incumbent 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  After winning the election, Judge Benjamin 

cast the deciding vote in the court‘s 3-2 decision overturning the earlier verdict 

against the Massey Coal Company.  Not surprisingly, the plaintiffs appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.  The LWVUS, along with other groups, filed an amicus 

curiae brief in the case.  Could a similar situation occur in Missouri? 

 On Monday, April 27, Skip Walther, President-Elect of the Missouri 
Bar, will be speaking on the Missouri Plan.  Inserted into the Missouri Constitu-

tion in 1940 by the voters, the Missouri plan for the non-partisan selection of 

judges has been adopted by more than 30 other states.  This is your opportunity 

to learn more about this plan and why it helps protect your rights. 
 The program begins at 7:00 p.m. (refreshments are available beginning 

at 6:30 p.m.) in the Friends Room of the Columbia Public Library. 

 The Missouri Plan  UPCOMING  EVENTS 

OF INTEREST 

Energy Matters Com., Tues, 

April 7, Library Rm. B. 1 pm 

Civil Liberties Com. Mtg., 

Thurs., April 9, Library, 1:15 

pm 

Board mtg., Mon., April 13, 

Boone Elect. Coop., 6:30 pm 

Fundraising Committee, Tues., 

April 14, Library Rm. A, 1 pm 

Earth Day, April 19, downtown 

Columbia 

Annual Meeting, Tues., April 

21, Pasta Factory, 6 pm 

How Are Judges in Missouri 

Selected, Mon., April 27, Li-

brary Friends Rm., 7 pm 

 

 

 

LWVMO Board Mtg., Jefferson 

City, May 1 

LWVMO Convention, Jefferson 

City, May 2-3 

Energy Matters Com. Mtg., 

Mon., May 4, Library Rm. B, 1 

pm 

Civil Liberties Com. Mtg.,, 

Thurs., May 14 Library, 1:15 

pm 

How the Economic Stimulus 

Impacts Missouri, Thurs., May 

21, Library Friends Rm., 7 pm 
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Annual Meeting 

 The annual meeting is a time for all members of the League to voice 
their opinions on what our local League is about and to elect new board mem-

bers.  It is also a great time to re-establish connections with other members and 

to have a good time. 

 Again this year, the annual meeting will be held at the Pasta 
Factory in downtown Columbia on Tuesday, April 21.  The evening 

begins with informal interactions at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 

p.m. followed by the business meeting.  (See the March Voter and 
page 4 in this issue for all of the items coming before you for ac-

tion.) 

 In addition to the traditional business agenda, we will also be recogniz-
ing long-term, and very new, members for their service to the League. 

 Entrée choices are fettuccini primavera or chicken parmesan along with 

coffee, iced tea and dessert.  The cost if $18.00 (which also includes tax and tip) .  

Please make your reservations before April 15th with David Sapp, 1025 Hickory 
Hill and include both your check and your choice of entrée. 

 Come and  join us for a good time! 
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Good News or Money? 

 When you watch this month‘s League CAT TV program you‘ll notice that it‘s 
pretty upbeat.   It came about as I was writing the president‘s letter this month and 

was falling into the negative news on economic problems, yet again.  Maybe there 

might there be some good things happening around here, and if so, what were they? 

 Fortunately, Columbia is a town with many volunteers and activities and it 
didn‘t take long to find some good news.  Elda Kurzejeski from Boonslick Kiwanis 

told us of the project that all the clubs are doing at Lee elementary school on April 

4th.  They are building a trail, gardens and a park on extra property abutting the 
school.  Several of our own members are working on that project for the students, 

too.   

  David Sapp then spoke about the great things happening at the Boone County 
Historical Society in Nifong Park.  Another ―new‘ old building has been moved from Worley to the park site and 

is in the process of being secured to a new foundation.  Many of you are probably familiar with the term ‗Shot 

Gun House‘.  Usually the house consists of three or four rooms back to back with the doors all in the same place 

from front to back, so you could shoot from the front door clear out the back door.  But that‘s just the newest of 
many acquisitions at the Park. Many people through contributions and free help made that happen. We are so 

fortunate have so much 'hands on history' right here in town. 

  Cindy Mustard, known for her work at the Voluntary Action Center, added some different information 
into the discussion.   The Center recently did a study of volunteering in Boone County.   The numbers were actu-

ally shocking and you might want to watch the show to get the correct information.   However, for one example, 

if the number of volunteer hours put in by various groups is figured on a value of about $19 per hour, it means 
that our community gets millions of dollars in free help.  Also, the number of people who volunteer is incredi-

ble.  She further indicated that they are now working to train even kindergartners on the art of volunteering to 

help others. 

 It appears that as times have gotten tougher, volunteering has actually increased.  That‘s a good sign for 
these times.  Congratulations to all of you and your time spent in helping others to make Columbia and Boone 

County a better place to live.  

Elaine Blodgett 

Concerned About Mental Health & Other Issues? 

 Mental Health:  Please join me on Wednesday, April 8th at 10:00 am, at my home, for conversation 
and update on the ever increasing problems in  mental health.  Call me (443-7747) if you need directions to 378 

Crown Point. 

Lael Von Holt, Chair, Mental Health 

 
 Are you concerned about education in our community, what happens at the County Commission or City 

Council meeting, or wonder what goes on at various commission meetings in the city or county?  The League is 

actively looking for citizens to serve as observers to boards and commissions or to serve in other ways to im-
prove the effectiveness of our city and county governments.  If you think you might be interested, or know of 

someone else  who is (whether or not they are currently a League member), please let Joni O‘Connor know.  She 

can be reached at joni@h2oc.com.  As 2nd Vice President, Joni will be able to answer any questions you might 
have (or find someone who can) about getting involved in even a small way. 

April is what month?  Keep American Beautiful, Autism Awareness, Child Abuse Prevention and Informed 

Women (always good!).  It has weeks celebrating….Cowboy Poetry, Egg Salad and Sky Awareness. 
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LWVMO Updates 

 Annual Conference:  The 59th State League Convention, May 2-3, will be held at the Capitol Plaza Hotel and Conven-

tion Center, 415 West McCarty Street, Jefferson City,.  Attending for LWV Columbia-Boone County will be Elaine Blodgett (President), 
Joni O‘Connor (Second VP),  Dick Parker (Board member),  Rachel Brekhus (1st VP) and  Linda Kaiser (Secretary).  Observers are al-

ways welcome.   

 Jo Sapp, LWVMO President, and a member of our local League, has recently undergone surgery is is 

recuperating at home for the next several weeks.  She would likely appreciate hearing from you via card, letter or 

email. 

Kudos & Involvement 

 Perseverance, knowledge and study of Columbia's issues involving its sources and use of 
energy  garnered LWV member, Dick Parker, a recent appointment to the city's Water and Light 

Board.  He also serves on Columbia's Energy and Environment Commission.  Way to go, Dick!  Our 

Energy Matters Committee, under the chairmanship of Win Colwill,  is fortunate to have Dick's in-

terest and expertise serving on its membership as well. 

 If you have an interest in serving on any of Columbia's Boards or Commissions, there are current vacan-
cies on a number of them, including Planning and Zoning Commission, Columbia Vision Commission, Board of 

Adjustment, and the Airport Advisory Board to name a few.  For more information call the City Clerk's Office at 

874-7208 or visit the city's website at www.GoColumbiaMo.com 

 If you live in Boone County and have an interest in serving on any of the County Boards or Commis-

sions, there are current vacancies on a number of them.  For more information, call the County Commission Of-

fice at 886-4305 or visit the Commission‘s website at www.showmeboone.com/commission. 

Joni O‘Connor 

  ACT, Alternative Community Training recycles!  They take many things that the Columbia does not take 
in Blue Bags.  Plastics 5, 6, and 7 – the little numbers in the small triangles.  They do not take what Columbia 

does take. 

 ACT employs more than 70 people with disabilities in their 

recycling of music and computer disks, DVDs and their cases.  They 
also take lots of electronic equipment: phones, cell phones, I-pods, 

etc., computers and all peripherals such as mice, key boards, and 

cords. 
 The electronics are shipped to WITS in St. Louis where much 

is refurbished, including more than half of the computers which are 

then provided free to students and schools.  What can not refurbished 
is broken down and recycled in their ―0% landfill‖ policy.  Both ACT 

and WITS clear all electronic information before reuse or recycling 

materials. 

 
 Directions:  ACT, 2200 Bernadette (on the right just before the turn).  Turn north on Bernadette (3rd 

street) off Vandiver.  Vandiver is the second light north of  I-70 on Paris Rd.  

Dick Parker, Energy Matters Committee 

Now you can recycle plastics 5, 6, and 7! 

www.GoColumbiaMo.com
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Annual Meeting Items to be Voted Upon 

Proposed By-Law Change, Proposed LWVUS Study, Local Program   (see March Voter for details on these  
items) 

 

Board/Officer Election:  The Nominating Committee has submitted the following slate.  Individuals may also be 

nominated from the floor. 
 1st Vice President  2009-11 Rachel Brekhus 

 Secretary   2009-11 Linda Kaiser 

 Board Member  2009-11 Barbara Kopta  
 Board Member  2009-11 Pam Springsteel 

 Board Member  2009-11 Lael Von Holt 

 Board Member  2009-11 Holly Burgess 
 Board Member  2009-11 (open) 

 Nominating Committee 2009-10 Carolyn Leuthold (Co-Chair) 

 Nominating Committee 2009-10 Sarah Wolcott (Co-Chair) 

 Nominating Committee 2009-10 Betsy Winnacker 
 

Proposed Budget for 2009-10: 
       2008-2009  Proposed 2009-2011 
 Income: 

  Education Fund      $    330       $    2,000 

  Member Contributions     $    770       $       600 
  Member Dues (156)     $ 7,500       $    6,720 

  Miscellaneous Income     $    200       $       600 

  Other Contributions     $ 1,150       $       300 

  Other Income      $ 1,000       $    3,000 
  From Savings      $    250       $       300 

 

 Total Income      $11,200       $  13,520 
 

 Expense 

  Education Fund      $    330       $       300 

  Ads       $    350       $       350 
  Board       $    100       $       100 

  Bulletin (Newsletter)     $  1,500       $    1,700 

  LWVMO Dues (16 x 156)    $  2,250       $    2,496 
  LWVUS Dues (26.30 x 156)    $  4,020       $    4,102 

  Meetings      $    300       $       400 

  Membership      $    350       $       200 
  Miscellaneous      $    100       $       700 

  National Convention     $  1,000       $     1,000 

  Post Office      $     500       $        500 

  State Convention     $     250       $        250 
  Voter Service      $       50       $     1,122 

  

 Total Expense      $11,200       $   13,520 
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Eco Schoolhouse 

 While driving by the new little red schoolhouse just to the east of Grant School, have you wondered 
what it's like inside?  The Energy Matters Committee recently was given a private tour of the Eco Schoolhouse 

by Grant School principal, Beverly Borduin.  With its solar panels collecting the sun's energy, furniture made 

of recycled material and the efforts of 150 volunteers of time and material, this eco-friendly class-

room is the new home of Mrs. Hartz's second grade class. 

 Principal Borduin hopes that Grant School students learn how to be friendlier to the environ-
ment.  "If you do this for the children now, they learn from it and then they bring it to their children."  

To make this all worthwhile, Mrs. Hartz students are very grateful and delighted to be in their new 

environmentally friendly surroundings.  All the while, they're learning so much about our fragile planet of 

which we had no idea when we were in second grade. 

Joni O‘Connor 

Energy Workshop Encourages Green Actions 

 The League‘s Utility Bill-Cutters Workshop on March 10th proved to be a real learning experience for  
most attendees. Each of the knowledgeable speakers offered useful information about ways to save energy and 

money by improving home energy efficiency.  Terry Freeman from Columbia Water & Light and Chris 

Rohlfing of Boone Electric Coop urged people to take advantage of the utilities‘ Home Performance with En-

ergy Star rebate programs and the new federal tax credits currently available for insulation and appliance up-
grades. Home Performance rebates range from $109 up to $1200.  Homeowners can also claim federal tax 

credits for efficiency upgrades for 30% of their cost up to $1500 if completed by Dec. 31, 2010  
 Certified energy auditors from Simple Energy Solutions described the ―whole house‖ energy assess-
ment process, including a blower door test and infrared camera, which are used to calculate the cost-

effectiveness of specific measures.  They said the infrared camera often reveals significant insulation gaps and 

unsuspected air leaks in both old and new homes.  Linda Green was one of the first League members to have a 
Home Performance assessment.  Her photographs and illustrations showed the energy upgrades in her home 

that reduced energy loss and earned a sizable rebate.  

 The ―phantom‖ energy loss from cell phone chargers, TVs and other appliances on standby 

is surprising said Tom O‘Connor, H2O‘C Engineering. He advised using power strips to switch 
these off after use.  The pros and cons of ground source heat pumps and tankless water heaters were 

explained by Chris Rohlfing.  The audience took full advantage of the Q&A period and utility ex-

hibits, which included demonstrations of ultra-efficient LED vs. CFL bulbs, and insulation resistance to air 
currents, as well a model ―energy-wise‖ house.   

 

The Energy Matters Committee 

As I write this from my living room couch, I am staring at a bird’s nest of wires be-
hind the television – cable, DVR, DVD, modem, wireless router.  In the space of my 

lifetime, we’ve gone from having a general understanding of how our machines work 

to have a sense of wonder that we managed to hook them up correctly.”  

  -Joe Walljasper, “Take Two,” Columbia Daily Tribune, 3/8/09 
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Department of Peace: A History  

 There has been a long history of proposals for a Department of Peace.  The first reference I find is 
1792.  Benjamin Benneker, a free black farmer advocated free schools, based partially on the Bible, to teach 

peace to everyone at an early age.  He also emphasized reducing the glory of war by eliminating military pa-

rades, uniforms, and titles.  
 A Department of Peace bill was introduced in 1935 by Senator Matthew Neely (R WV) and again in 
1937 and 1939.  In 1940, there was more support and bills were introduced in both the House by Ludlow and 

Dirksen and the Senate by Wiley and Mundt.  Peace was not very popular in the early forties, but there was a 

feeling both nationally and internationally after WWII that the name Department of War was rather bellicose 
and in 1949 it was changed to the Department of Defense. 

 In fact, from 1935 to 1976, over 140 bills were introduced in Congress to establish various 

peace-related departments, agencies, bureaus, and committees of Congress.  More than half of 
them occurred between 1955 and 1968, including one in 1960 by Herbert Humphrey. 

 In 1976, Senators Vance Hartke  (IN)  and Mark Hatfield  (OR)  introduced a bill calling for 

the George Washington Peace Academy.  This resulted in 1984 in the Institute of Peace (watered 

down from a Peace Academy).  The Peace Institute has been less effective than most peace activists would like 
as it has tended to reflect U.S. political policy and focus on issues outside of the U.S. as the only causes of 

conflict.  It has, non-the-less, turned out a number of papers which help clarify mediation process and address 

the causes of some conflicts.   
 The most recent Department of Peace proposals, introduced in the House every two years since 2001 

by Dennis Kucinich (D OH) has over 70 cosponsors.  216 years and we are still working on it, but perhaps the 

time is right. 
Dick Parker 

Local Board Highlights 

 January:  Several board members participated in welcoming new legislators in Jefferson City at a 
breakfast sponsored by LWVMO on January 13.  A request from Civil Liberties Co-Chair Bertrice Bartlett to 

join the new Missouri Sunshine Coalition was approved at an annual cost of $25.00. 

 February:  Membership, as of the official cut-off date of January 31 by LWVUS for billing purposes, 

was 156 (down slightly from last year).  However, a few more will be received over the year (6 have already 
been received).  Several board members in addition to the Membership Committee Co-Chairs agreed to par-

ticipate in the upcoming Membership Recruitment Initiative from LWVUS.  Two new recognition programs 

were approved for the annual meeting—one will recognized service anniversaries of League members 
(irrespective of where they have participated) and the Eleanor Goodge Award for Exemplary Service to our 

local League.  Barbara Kopta agreed to represent the League at a University of Missouri panel following a 

showing of the film ―Iron Jawed Angels‖ on March 19 in recognition of Women‘s History Month. 
 March:  A letter will be sent to the Mayor/City Council expressing concerns about some aspects of 

the 2009 Renewable Energy Report and asking for clarification.  Two new programs were approved—How 

Missouri Judges Are Selected on April 27 and How the Economic Stimulus Impacts Missouri on May 21  The 

consensus report of the National Popular Vote Compact was approved and submitted to LWVUS.  The Nomi-
nating Committee‘s report was accepted (see page 4 for details).  Several board members will be participating 

in the Legislative Day in Jefferson City on March 31  A proposed budget was approved with small modifica-

tions and will be submitted to the membership for approval (see page 4 for details). 

The League expresses its sympathies to the families  of League member 
Irene Jaynes, a life member, who died the month, and to League mem-

ber Sam Griffith, whose mother died this month. 
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Membership 

  New members since our last Voter include Elinor Giest (national member). 
 When you look at the membership label on your bulletin, if you have a (9) after your name, you are paid 

for this year.  If there is no number or some other numeral, you are welcome to bring your membership up to 

date. 

 If you wish to receive a membership list or you feel we have made a mistake in your status, please con-
tact Liz Schmidt at lizschmidt@centurytel.net  or call 445-0655.  
 

Dues are payable now for 2009 and are $50 for individuals, $80 for a household and $15 for local students.  Fill in the infor-

mation below and mail it, with your check, to Membership Chair, League of Women Voters, PO Box 239, Columbia, MO  

65205. 

Name________________________________________ Email Address__________________________________________ 

Street________________________________________ City____________________ State______ Zip Code____________ 

Telephone_____________________________ 

(Note: Tax deductible donations to the Education Fund should be a separate check, payable to LWVEF-MO704)For more 

information, contact Liz Schmidt at 445-0655 or Linda Brown at 447-3939. 

LWVUS Updates 

  

Have you submitted your story to the League‘s Storybank?  According to the League‘s website, 

―The Storybank houses wonderful stories of success and triumph from League members across the 
country. Stories should highlight the value of membership in the League, particularly personal sto-

ries of achievement and leadership. LWVUS will be collecting and posting them on the national 

Web site, sharing them with members of the media, and encouraging other League members to submit stories 
and promote the Storybank as well.‖ 

 A Little League History (thanks to Debbie Howard, LWVMO):In 1924, LWVUS President Maud 

Wood Park proposed ―A Pledge for Conscientious Citizens,‖ to be memorized by all League members. It began, 
―Believing in government by the people, for the people, I will do my best: 

(1)  To inform myself about public questions, the principles and policies of political parties, and the qualifica-

tions of candidate for public offices.  (2) To vote according to my conscience in every election, primary or final, 

of which I am entitled to vote.  (3) To obey the law even when I am not in sympathy with all of its provisions.  
(4) To support by all fair means the principles of which I approve.  (5) To respect the rights of others to uphold 

convictions that may differ from my own.  (6) To regard my citizenship as a public trust.‖  (We all might be bet-

ter off today if all citizens, and elected officials would subscribe to this philosophy!) 
 Moving Toward a 21st Century Right to Know Agenda:  A good government transparency report 

was presented to the new administration‘s transition team.  Penned by a working group comprised of dozens of 

organizations (including the League of Women Voters), it includes several principles to help guide the presi-
dent‘s policy vision.  It also contains a wide range of policy recommendations, from encouraging the new presi-

dent to use his inaugural address to promote government openness to making the necessary changes to bring the 

government‘s use of the Internet into the Web 2.0 world.  All are aimed at reversing the pattern and presumption 

of secrecy and improving the connection between government and the people. 
 Global Climate Change:  The League, as part of a broad-based coalition of groups, today released prin-

ciples for climate legislation that President Obama and Congress must heed in order to avoid the worst effects of 

global warming.  
 To get more details on LWVUS actions, go to www.lwv.org. 
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LWV:  Where hands-on work  to safeguard 

democracy leads  to civic  improvement. 

President:  Elaine Blodgett 
1st Vice President: Rachel Brekhus 

2nd Vice President:  Joni O‘Connor 

Secretary: Linda Kaiser 

Treasurer: David Sapp 
Civil Liberties:  Bertrice Bartlett & Linda Kaiser 

Energy Matters:  Win Colwill & Dick Parker 

Mental Health: Lael Von Holt 
Membership:  Linda Lenau Brown &Liz Schmidt 

Voter Service: Carol Schreiber 

Communications:  Maydell Senn 
Hospitality: Pam Springsteel 

Fundraising:  Barbara Kopta 

Nominating: Carolyn Leuthold & Sarah Wolcott 

        

APRIL  2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

Energy Matters 

Com., 1 pm, Library 

 

 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 

Energy Matters 

Com., Library, 

1 pm 

 

7 

 
8 

 

9 

Civil Liberties, 

1:15 pm,  Li-

brary 

10 11 

12 13 

Board Mtg., 

Boone Elec. 

Coop., 6:30 pm 

14 

Fundraising Com., 

Library A, 1 pm 

15 16 17 18 

19 

Earth Day 

20 

Voter Deadline 

21 

Annual Mtg., 5:30 

pm, Pasta Factory 

 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 
24 25 

26 27 

How Judges are 
Selected, 7 pm, 
Library Friends 

Rm. 

 

28 

CAT3TV taping, 

Stephens, 6 pm 

29 30   

       

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

http://lwv.columbia.missouri.org/

