The Voter

League of Women Voters of Columbia/Boone County

Your Money in Action -
How the Government Plans to Spend it

Have you wondered how all of this Economic Stimulus Pack- /MB
age money will impact your life? Considered how the money willbe
spent and allocated through different levels of government? Then o)
listen to and participate in “How the Economic Stimulus Im-
pacts You as a Missouri Resident” on Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m.
at the Daniel Boone Regional Library in the Friends Room.

Panelists Chris Kelly, State Representative District 24 and State Budget
Committee Member; Ken Pearson, Presiding Boone County Commissioner; and
Bill Watkins, Columbia City Manager will address the question from three dif-
ferent levels of government: state, county, and city. The program will begin at 7
p.m., refreshments at 6:30 p.m. The general public is invited. There will be time
for questions from attendees. Co-sponsored by League of Women Voters Co-
lumbia-Boone County Voter Service Committee and Daniel Boone Regional Li-
brary.

At the Central Missouri Economic Development & Grant Training
Workshop, held April 9, 2009 in Columbia, U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill stated
that the concept of the Economic Stimulus Package was targeted, temporary and
quick. Come see if you think that the Stimulus Package will accomplish its
goals.

Barbara Kopta

My Fair Lady — Support Our League!

Have fun and help support our League at the same time. Our annual
fundraiser will be My Fair Lady on Wednesday, June 10" at Columbia Entertain-
ment Company, 1800 Nelwood Drive. The social hour begins at 6:30 p.m., cur-
tain at 7:30 p.m. Members may invite friends, family, and colleagues to pur-
chase tickets.

The cost is $22, including beverage and finger foods. We
expect this to be a popular event, so to avoid disappointment,

This is a wonderful and enjoyable musical. If you haven’t
seen it in years, come and reacquaint yourself with its magic. Henry Higgins, an
arrogant phonetics professor, boasts to his friend that he can make any woman
seem to be a duchess. Hilarity ensues as he attempts to teach Eliza Doolittle the
proper English language. With such memorable songs as, “On the Street Where
You Live” and “Get Me to the Church on Time” this musical is a must-see!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OF INTEREST

o LWVMO Board Mtg., Jeffer-

son City, May 1

o LWVMO Convention, Jeffer-

son City, May 2-3

o FEnergy Matters Com. Mtg. &

Wind Power Tour, Mon., May
4, Library Rm. B, 1 pm

o Civil Liberties Com. Mtg.,,

Thurs., May 14 Library, 1:15
pm

e How the Economic Stimulus

Impacts Missouri, Thurs.,
May 21, Library Friends Rm.,
7 pm

N

WA A/
R T

e  Board Mtg., Boone Electric,

Mon., June 8, 6:30 pm

o  Energy Matters Com., Tues.,

June 9, Library, 1 pm,
(tentative)

e My Fair Lady—fundraiser,

CEC, June 10, 6:30 pm
(curtain 7:30 pm)

e  Civil Liberties Com., Thurs.,

June 11, Library, 1:15 pm
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Walk the Walk, Talk the Talk

League members often think of May as the end of the League ‘year’. However,
this year we’ve decided that we just don’t have time to stop in the middle of a lot of our
work.

There will be a special board meeting on training and organization May 16 at
Win Colwill’s followed the next week by a special meeting for members and the public
. on the effects of the federal stimulus in Columbia and Boone County. In June, we will

3% have the annual fund raiser and our regular board meeting. There will be much planning
+ on the board for the coming year during the summer months, so if you have an idea, this
W @ is the time to let someone on board know. Most committee meetings will be ongoing.

A Your board members have been working hard to listen to what you have said

v
‘), you wanted. We have been looking at our strengths, one of them being the presentation

of great, informative public meetings which the public appreciates from an organization
they can trust. Advertising is expanding to include many media areas and we now have a PR chair, Charlotte
King. Through service to the community on topical issues and good advertising we hope to reach all areas of the
community.

One issue has been the request for meetings both during the day and at night. Those will be monitored
and changed as needed. The league has members who can only meet in the day and those who work and can
only meet in the evening. We are trying to fulfill both needs and we will find a way.

On the state level, some good things happened but it was like legislators gone crazy: concealed guns for
university and college students and staff (best know where that gun is), state sales tax as the main support for the
state (often called the fair tax, while others call it the unfair tax) and allocation of more public money for stu-
dents attending private colleges. All of us must continue to write and talk with our legislators about these issues
so that our activity will pave the way for others to believe that what we say, we do.

Elaine Blodgett

Department of Peace Study Update: In February the LWV Board passed "The LWV Columbia-
Boone County proposes the adoption by the 2010 LWVUS Convention a national study on the estab-
lishment of a cabinet level Department of Peace." At the time, we thought we would be backing up the
Wheaton IL League in this area. As things have turned out, our Columbia/Boone County committee is
now the lead group in obtaining support from Leagues around the country before the 2010 convention.
We invite you to join us in our expanded role. The next meeting of the Peace Committee is Thursday,
May 21, 1:30 p.m. in the Library, conference room A.

Meet a New Member!

- 1 HELEN WASHBURN is our newest LWV member! She has just retired and finally has
L time for League. Helen says she joined to give a little financial support to the important work of

P her friend, Jo Sapp, President of League of Women Voters of Missouri. She is a first time member

2 this year and we welcome Helen to Columbia Boone County LWV! You will meet her at the April
27th program on the Missouri Non -Partisan Court Plan, now viable in many states--a plan in which

Helen strongly believes.
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Eleanor Goodge Award

Long-time League member Lorene Emmerson is the first winner of the Eleanor Goodge Award!

In the memory of one of our longtime active League members, the Columbia/Boone County League of
Women Voters Board has established the Eleanor Goodge Award for Exemplary Service to the League of
Women Voters. This award is given to a member of the League of Women Voters of Columbia/Boone County
who has demonstrated a long-term commitment and exemplary service to the principles of the League of Women
Voters. The primary service should be at the local level, but may also include service at the state and/or national
level.

This award is to be announced each year at the Annual Meeting. However, because the health of this
year's recipient precluded her from attending, several Board members bestowed the honor in late March at her
home. Elaine Blodgett, Linda Brown, Win Colwill, Joni O'Connor and Lael Von Holt surprised Lorene Emmer-
son with a lovely bouquet of flowers along with a certificate announcing her award.

No sooner was Lorene a League member, she was appointed co-chair of the Voter Service Committee,
and was ready to pitch in at whatever needed to be done. For years, she arranged for our first Monday of the
month slot on the Paul Pepper Show. One time she even had to substitute for a 'no show'. Lorene said, "I can
fake anything for four minutes."

Another of Lorene's capacities has been Vice President, the job description of which may be "anything
the president asks of you".

Prior to moving back to Columbia where she has family, Lorene taught in the Marshall Public School
system for 32 years. And even before that, just a 'small world coincidence', she and Don Blount, husband of
League member, Carol Blount, had the same adviser at M.U.

When asked if she thinks LWV has an impact on voters today, she gives a mighty "Yes, and it's grow-
ing." The Board in its award to Lorene Emmerson would agree that's because of people like her. With deepest
appreciation and thanks to you, Lorene, for all you've done over the years.

Joni O’Connor

Green Energy Conference Coming

The 4™ annual “Advancing Renewables in the Midwest” Conference will be held June 3™ from 9:00 am
to 4:30 pm in the Natural Sciences Building on the UMC campus. Speakers from cities, universities, industry
and organizations across the midwest will address topics such as: green jobs, solar roofs, windpower prospects,
carbon sequestration through algae production, midwest power from geothermal and biomass energy, new util-
ity efficiency programs, and the “Run of the River” hydro project. Governor Jay Nixon will give the keynote
address, “Energy and Our Economic Future”.

The conference is sponsored by Columbia Water & Light, MO Dept. of Natural Resources, and Univer-
sity of Missouri Atmospheric Sciences. The cost for non-professionals is $45, including lunch. For details and
registration, visit: www.AdvancingRenewables.org.

Win Colwill, Energy Matters Co-Chair

Interested League members are invited to join the Energy Matters Committee on May 5
to see the wind turbine installed at the v home of Diane and Nick Peckham and learn about
its operation. Email Win Colwill for . details: Colwillw@gmail.com.
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